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tion, this sign may be regarded as due to distance of the heart from the surface 
of the abdomen, rather than to diminished vitality of the fetus. When, in 
addition to the changes before noted, attempts either at abdominal or thoracic 
respiration are made by the fetus during obstetric manipulation, the danger 
to its life is imminent. When sufficient air is in the uterine cavity, the recur¬ 
rence of the intra-uterine fetal respiration may be denoted by a fetal “ cry” 
—vagilus uterinus; and the author believes that on more than one occasion 
he has heard the fetal cry before the delivery of the head in the case of 
multipart, in whom the infra-uterine section of the birthway has been fully 
dilated—a vagilus vaginalis. 

Symphysiotomy without Bone Sutures. 

Bensixger (Centralblalt fur Gynakologie , 1894, No. 7) reports a case of 
symphysiotomy in a multipara with a generally contracted pelvis. After 
incising the bone, leaving the ligamentum arcuatum untouched, the bones 
separated two centimetres. The forceps was then applied, and a living female 
child extracted. During the delivery the ligamentum arcuatum was broken, 
and the bones separated six centimetres. A small tear and some hemorrhage 
resulted. The writer makes the case a text for discussing the objections to 
bone sutures. Catgut he regards as insecure and too quickly absorbed ; wire 
will contuse or crush the porous bone tissue of the symphysis; but the 
greatest objection to suture into the bone is, that in symphysiotomy the wound 
must be drained. Experience shows that bone sutures, if not in absolutely 
closed wounds, invariably suppurate. In his case, after careful suturing of 
the fascia and soft parts with five silk button stitches, and drainage through 
the lower angle of the wound with iodoform gauze, a firm bandage and fixa¬ 
tion band .vere put on. The fixation bandage is made of firm elastic webbing, 
25 cm. broad, edged with drilling and furnished with buckles. It is well 
wadded to prevent fouling. It may be covered with gutta-percha paper. 
The wound healed by first intention, and on the fourteenth day the patient 
left her bed. No tenderness was found over the pubes, and at the point of 
section firm cartilaginous union 1 cm. broad can be felt. The woman walks 
with perfect ease. 

Is Fracture of the Clavicle a Contra-indication for Swinging 
a Deeply Asphyxiated Child? 

Schultze (Centralblalt fur Gynakologie , 1894, No. 8) reports a case in 
which a lightly asphyxiated child, after being restored by swinging, sud¬ 
denly died, and a post-mortem revealed fracture of the inner third of the 
right clavicle. The broken bone had entered the first intercostal space, per¬ 
forating the pleura costalis and lung. Pneumothorax and emphysema of the 
anterior and posterior mediastinal spaces, of the deep tissues of the neck and 
right chest were found. 

Heydrich counsels against swinging in cases of fractured clavicle, and the 
writer agrees with him in the main, but asserts that swinging can be practised 
with, perfect safety, even if the bone is broken; care being taken to secure 
the broken ends in such a manner as to preclude their being driven into the 
lung or pleura. 
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During the inspiration swing, the child should rest with its whole weight 
on the index fingera, which are in the axilla. In the expiratory position the 
infant should rest on the thumbs held before, and the four fingers which are 
loosely placed in the axilla and on the back. In no phase of the swinging is 
it correct to push the clavicles backward. 


Alumnol, a New Antiseptic. 

Heinze and Liebrecht ( Centralblattfur Gynakologie , 1894, No. 8) state that 
alumnol is an aluminium salt of the naphthol sulphur acids. It is a fine, white, 
non-hygroscopic powder, easily soluble in cold water. The authors believe 
it capable of deep as well as superficial astringent action. It has been tested 
in surgical, gynecological, and dermatological cases. In gynecological work, 
in the treatment of cavity wounds, after abdominal operations, etc., it is 
useful in solutions of 0.5 to 1 per cent. It is also useful especially in endo¬ 
metritis of gonorrhoeal origin, as it attacks the gonococci deep in the tissues. 
Finally it is useful in colpitis, non-gonorrhceal in character, the strength being 
the same as given above. 

Alumnol in Gonorriicea. 

Caspar and Sander [Centralblattfur Gynakologie, 1894, No. 8) do not con¬ 
sider alumnol by any means a specific for gonorrhoea. In acute cases it is no 
better than those agents hitherto used, and in chronic cases they consider it 
inferior to nitrate of silver. 

Gonorrhoeal Affections in the Mouths of Newborn Infants. 

Leyden [Centralblattfur Gynakologie, 1894, No. 8) narrates a case of 
gonorrhoeal affection of the mouth in a newborn child. 

The mother of the child, an unmarried woman, presented herself when 
already in labor, having a vaginal discharge of a month’s duration. The 
discharge was treated by daily washing out the vagina with lysol solution, 
and after applications for ten days the discharge ceased. The child when 
born was delicate and imperfectly developed. As soon as the head was born, 
both eyes were thoroughly washed with a solution of bichloride 1:7000. 
On the morning of the seventh day the right eye became inflamed, and the 
following night a yellowish pustule appeared on the inner surface of the 
upper lip. Abundant gonococci were found in the discharge. Later the 
left eye also became involved. After a few days the eyes and sore mouth 
gradually improved under a treatment of washes composed of bichloride 
solution 1:7000. In explanation of the infection of the mouth, it is quite 
possible that the child with its own hands conveyed the virus from the eyes 
during the incessant movements so common in young children. 

A Case of Meljena Neonatorum. 

Shutze ( Ceniralblatt fur Gynakologie , 1894, No. 9) reports the case of a 
male child born of a healthy mother after a normal labor. The skull was 
found somewhat drawn after birth, and a tumor formed on the posterior part. 
During birth the cord wa3 wrapped around the child’s neck. 



